
WELCOME TO ST. MARY’S, CLITHEROE 

SUNDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2026 

TRINITY XVII. (YEAR A) 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Lord, we pray that your grace 
may always precede and follow us, 

and make us continually to be given to 

all good works; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 
 
 

 
 

COLLECT (Gathering Prayer) 

Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, 

and our hearts are restless till they find their 

rest in you: pour your love into our hearts and 

draw us to yourself, and so bring us at last to 

your heavenly city where we shall see you face 

to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever.  Amen. 

FIRST READING: EXODUS 17:1-7 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord  

commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarrelled 

with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you 

test the Lord?’ 3 But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, 

‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?’ 4 So Moses cried out to 

the Lord, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ 5 The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go 

on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which 

you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and 

water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He 

called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarrelled and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is 

the Lord among us or not?’ 

THE GOSPEL READING: ST. MATTHEW 21:23-32 
23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, 

and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?’ 24 Jesus said to them, 

 ‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these 

things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they argued with one 

another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” 26 But if we say, “Of 

human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ 27 So they answered Jesus, ‘We do 
not know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
28 ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard 

today.” 29 He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second 

and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?’ 

They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into 

the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 

him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 

minds and believe him. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

      HYMNS   
      (Red Hymn Book)           

                    
                          49  O Worship the Lord 
                  

                          149  You servants of God 

 

                          263 Lord enthroned in heavenly splendour 

 

                          147 Crown Him with many crowns 

                            


