September 29th Harvest Festival
Memory Verse: Ps 119:105
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path”

Collect
Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness
and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season:
grant that we may use them to your glory,
for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Bishop’s Bible Challenge:
St. John’s Gospel Week 1

Old Testament Reading: Lev 23:39 – 43
Now, the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the land,
you shall keep the festival of the LORD, lasting seven days; a complete rest on the first day, and a
complete rest on the eighth day. On the first day you shall take the fruit of majestic trees,
branches of palm trees, boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice
before the LORD your God for seven days. You shall keep it as a festival to the LORD seven days in
the year; you shall keep it in the seventh month as a statute for ever throughout your generations.
You shall live in booths for seven days; all that are citizens in Israel shall live in booths, so that your
generations may know that I made the people of Israel live in booths when I brought them out of
the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.
New Testament Reading: Phil 4:4 – 9
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The
Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
Gospel: John 7: 37 – 39
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, ‘Let
anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has
said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.” Now he said this about the
Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not
yet glorified.
Post Communion
Lord of the harvest, with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation
and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom:
by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us
and make us generous and wise stewards
of the good things we enjoy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

